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Position on School Safety

State policymakers must prioritize school safety by providing
for staff training and support, specialized mental health servi

ssary funding
and secure

AMSD BELIEVES

e A safe and welcoming learning and work environment

school.

e Keeping students, teachers and staff safe from the threat of lence is the joint responsibility of
educators, parents, law enforcement, com i

e School safety is a collaborative commun context through ongoing
communication and training across schoolsjlaw € 3 nity organizations.

e School districts must be given the resourceSie I afe learning environments for
students and staff.

e Itis critical to reduce stigm; i : of mental health problems and ensure access
to high quality mental h

BACKGROUND

e Public schools have ealth system for children and youth.
According

ave seriously considered suicide at some point in their life, and
for our LGBTQ+ students.

ding the survey; the results are higher for students from low income

percent) and LGBTQ+ students (31 percent).

American children live in households with at least one loaded, unlocked
firearm.

e Evidence sho
safe.

o Everyyear roughly 350 children under the age of 18 unintentionally shoot themselves or someone
else and another 1,200 children and teens die by gun suicide each year, most often using guns
belonging to a family member.

e Inincidents of gun violence on school grounds, 75 percent of active shooters are current students or
recent graduates, and up to 80 percent of shooters under the age of 18 obtained the gun from their
own home, a relative’s home, or from friends.2

at secure firearm storage is an essential component to keep schools and students
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https://education.mn.gov/mde/dse/health/mss/
https://www.theviolenceproject.org/about-us/our-book/

