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AMSD Legislative Priorities 202

The AMSD Board of Directors urges the Governor and Legislature iorities listed

that is having a major impact on school dist ol districts to develop
budgets and plan summer Iearnlng opportu : s, it is critical that state
policymakers approve an edu N dJournlng for the scheduled spring recess

Stability

Even before the D-19 related enrollment decline, the state’s unstable and unpredictable
education funding system provided challenges for school districts. To stabilize the funding
system, the Governor and Legislature should:

® Increase the basic formula by 2 percent per year for the next two years and index the
formula to inflation in the future;

e Link local optional revenue to the formula;

e At a minimum, increase special education funding to a level sufficient to prevent the
cross-subsidy from growing;



e Allow locally elected school boards to renew an existing operating referendum following
a public hearing and opportunity for public testimony; and

e Refrain from enacting any new mandates and repeal existing unfunded mandates and
burdensome paperwork requirements.

Close Opportunity Gaps

To close opportunity gaps and accelerate growth for students of color and other historically
underserved students, the Governor and Legislature should:

e Increase funding for the English learner program to close the fundi

e Expand programs and incentives to attract, develop and retai
teachers of color and teachers in shortage areas;

e Maintain multiple pathways to licensure in the tiered lice

e Link extended time revenue to the formula allowanc

® Increase access to school-based, pre-kindergarte

hortfall;
ers, particularly

Omnibus Tax Bill Priorities

Property tax levies play a critical role in funding education ms and facilities. These levies
have widely varying impacts on local propg on the property wealth of

® Increase equalization of the operati ptional revenue and debt
service levies to enhan
® Oppose taxpayer s i ation through vouchers, tax credits or
scholarships.



